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January 16, 1990

Hr. Menco Copinga
North Ewery Weter Association

Elmo, Utah 84521

Dear Mr. Copinga:

I am vriting you about Birch Springe. It has just come to wmy
attention that the vater quality problem has improved. Further, that the
inordinate volume of water digcharging through the cracke in the fault
continguous to your undarground collection system hag nov reverted to
seeps, i.e. former condition. Of course, the most encouraging nevs is
that the vater from Birch Springs is back on line and in your vater

syatem that serves 1400 people in rural Emery County.

The matter you identified and called to our attention the middle of
October, as I underatand it, involved: (1).iive fold increase in the
Birch Springs over norwmal flow, (2} gﬁ:igtﬁadﬁf gurface vater and ground
vater, (3) surface water, nonexistent prior to the middle of October,
contaminating your underground spring collection system, and (4) vater
quality problemz. This resulted in temporarily eliminating Birch Springe
from your culinary vater system for a period of tvo and a half monthe in

a8 critical vater shortage year. MNost, if not all, of your other springs
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W¥hat caused the Birch Springs problem is still unknovn. I regrat

that ve do not knov the cause. I we did, 4t would perhaps add to our
knovledge of ground vater and ground water problems. Hovever, ve did
take action, vithin our capability to determine if it was wine related.
We checked the underground mine vater mystem at an active mine. Almo,
checked wurface =prings mesociated with a reclaiwmed wine. In the
reclaimed mine all the portals had been asealed and covered. Thereforas,
wine vater could not be checked, We did check two aprings st the
reclaimed mine and the flov had not increased. In addition, wve lookad
for mine breakoutsz and vater diaahafge from such breakouts, We did not
find any unauthorized breskouts nor vater digcharges from any breakout.
AlBo, wve analyzed the geology and faults in the area The information
gathered to date is insufficient to conclude the problem was or wvas not
mnine related. Navertheleas, since the problaem aov Qgg/gglgggxitfiifi'V9
ahall put this nattar to rest.

In closing; ease convey my appreciation to Jack Stoyanoff and
others vho have been mo helpful and sccomodating to the Divigion
employees that have vorked on this project, Aleo, your patience in

vorking vith the Diviesion ie appreciated.
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